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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
| ae Please Order From: , 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO.. Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





[nfant of Prague Pencil 


GAIN by request we are offering this beautiful ever-sharp 
pencil of unbreakable material, in a snowy-white, opaque 
finish, set off by gold plated trimmings and bearing an 
image of the Infant of Prague in delicate blue, with the 
inscription: ‘“‘The more you honor Me, the more I will 
bless you.’’ On receipt of their pencils, many have has- 

» tened to place a second order, finding it an ideal gift not 

only for Christmas, but for every occasion. 

Each pencil carries a supply of lead and an extra eraser. Good 
service and durability guaranteed. The pencil will serve as a frequent 
reminder to honor the Divine infant who so graciously rewards those 
who venerate Him and will certainly become one of its owner’s most 
cherished possessions. $1.00 each, postpaid. Order from: — 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 








Immediate deliveries. 


Thomas A. Blake 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





Qabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act,of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 


PREMIUMS 
for February 





For 1 Subscription 


Infant of Prague Torpedo Pencil — You will find this De Luxe 
Style 2-Way Pencil Holder very handy for carrying a pencil in your 
pocket or purse. It is made of white plastic material with an image 
of the Infant Jesus of Prague imprinted on it in blue, and the inscrip- 
tion: The more you honor Me, the more I will bless you. The holder 
is designed so that the pencil may be inserted in two different ways for 
writing, according to one’s preference for a longer or a shorter pencil. 
Eraser and pencil come with each holder. OR: — 

“The Way of the Cross” — A very popular booklet for praying the 
Stations, which you will be glad to use during Lent. Each Station is 
illustrated. Contains other special prayers and devotions in honor of 
the Passion. OR: — 

Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractive prints with spiritual 
thoughts and verses of encouragement. 


For 2 Subscriptions 


The Treasures of the Mass — A highly appreciated explanation of 
the prayers, ceremonies and symbolism of the Mass. A convert says 
of it: “It is so clearly presented, beautifully illustrated and so Divinely 
yet humanly expressed, that it makes our Blessed Lord so close in 
Mass one seems almost to hear Him breathing on the altar.”” OR: — 

Calendar with Picture of Pope Pius XII — Lithographed in con- 
trasting colors, and mounted on a red backing. 10x13 inches. Calen- 
dar indicates fasts and feasts. 

For 3 Subscriptions 
(NOTE: The premiums listed here for three subscriptions are given only for 
three separate one-year subscriptions, and not for one subscription for three 
years at the reduced rate of $2.00.) 

Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Two book- 
lets comprising a treasury of liturgical prayers and texts, which will 
be found most helpful in preparing for the major feasts and seasons 
of the Church year in the spirit of the liturgy. OR: — 

Life of Sister M. Fortunata Viti — You will be delighted with this 
inspiring biography of a humble Benedictine religious of Veroli, Italy, 
whose Cause of Beatification is in process. 


For 5 Subscriptions 
Free Subscription — A one-year subscription to ‘‘Tabernacle and 


Purgatory” free. OR: — 
Sacred Heart Library — Seven booklets on the Sacred Heart. 


Benedictine Convent of P erpetual Adoration " Clyde, Missouri 





“And when the days of her purification were fulfilled according to the Law of 
Moses, they took Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord... And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary His Mother, ‘Behold, this Child is destined for the fall 
and for the rise of many in Israel, and for a sign that shall be contradicted. And thy 


own soul a sword shall pierce, that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed" 
(Luke ii. 22, 34-35). 
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God’s Greatest Gift to Us 
a 


VERY perfect gift is from God. The gift of the 
Holy Eucharist is the greatest, the richest and 
most perfect of all gifts, the gift of Divine Good- 
ness. In this gift is manifested the everlasting 
love God bears toward us, for in It are embraced 
all the mysteries of that unspeakable love which 
made Jesus come down to earth in the Incarna- 
tion, raised Him on the Cross for the salvation 
of the world, and enables us now after long 
ages to benefit by the merits of His Death on 

Calvary. As in the Incarnation He annihilated His Divinity, so to 

speak, in order to save the world, so now in the Blessed Sacrament 

He, as it were, annihilates His Humanity in order to save the world. 

In the Blessed Sacrament dwells Infinite Wisdom who alone can 
find a solution for the problems of life. In the Blessed Sacrament, 

Divine, omnipotent Power is shrouded in weakness, but the veils of 

, the Sacred Host cannot hold the power of God in bondage. In every 

need of life we can have recourse to Jesus in the tabernacle, and ex- 

perience how true is His loving invitation spoken long ago, “Come to 

Me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will refresh you.” 

In the tabernacle is He who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Let 

us go to Him for comfort in our sorrows, for guidance in our under- 

takings, for strength to carry our daily cross. 
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AZARETH has become on the lips of Catholics a synonym 
XM for the Holy Family. How full of sweetness is this word, 
which warms the heart and fills the mind with endearing 
images of that blessed Family which has become the model of all fami- 
lies in all conditions of life! Simple, humble, and secluded as was 
the life of the Holy Family, its members, both individually and col- 
lectively, present to families the world over, and particularly to 
CHRISTIAN families, the ideal of home life, made perfect by the 
mutual devotedness of the members to each other and their utter 
devotedness to the will of God. For this reason the Church never 
wearies of placing this ideal before her children, nor of urging them 
to follow ever more closely in the footsteps of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
Since Catholic custom sets aside the month of February to honor the 
hidden life of Jesus in the bosom of the Holy Family at Nazareth, we 
shall do well to turn our thoughts often to the sanctuary of that 
sweet home, with a view to drawing light, strength, and grace from 
the example of its members. 

Christ, in His infinite wisdom, found a most powerful and appeal- 
ing way of conveying to human minds His noble ideas of the family 
and the home by giving a living example of them in the holy house 
of Nazareth. JOSEPH, whom the Holy Spirit calls a “just man,” 
serves as a model for the husband and father. In him are exemplified 
strength of character, devotion to duty, industry and providence, con- 
sideration for others, and heroic self-sacrifice, humility and self-efface- 
ment, and an obedience supremely perfect even when the Divine will 
imposed unlimited sacrifice. Though a prince of the royal house of 
David and the rightful heir to the Judean throne, he plied the humble 
and laborious trade of a carpenter, and supported his family by the 
sweat of his brow and the work of his hands. Complaint was a 
stranger to his lips, though hardships and privations were never want- 
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ing. To him, all that mattered was the well-being and comfort of 
Jesus and Mary. 

MARY, the eternal ideal of womanhood, presents the perfect 
model of wifehood and motherhood. In her are blended in admirable 
harmony the charms of highest dignity and lowliest service, of en- 
trancing joy and soul-piercing sorrow, of serene gentleness and heroic 
- moral strength, of spotless virginity and ecstatic maternity. If, con- 
templating her as the Queen of heaven, her virtues seem too sublime 
for imitation, let us remember that before she became the Queen of 
heaven she was the queen of a home. Her life was that of the common 
people, filled with the household duties which are ordinarily those of 
the mother of a family. As is the case with most mothers, much of 
her time was spent in the kitchen, preparing meals and washing dishes. 
Her hands were deft at spinning and sewing, at washing and mending 
clothes. It was her delight to keep spotless and orderly that humble 
cottage where the Son of God deigned to spend the long years of His 
hidden life. 

How sweet is this thought to the mother of a family, as she goes 
about her routine household duties! And how consoling to know that 
no task is so smal] or insignificant, but has been ennobled and sanc- 
tified by Mary’s hands! 

Mary understood that as God had ordained that the Savior of the 
world was to come from a home, it was her duty, along with that of 
her blessed spouse, to provide and care for that home. And although 
her ‘greatest honor lay in the fact that she was the Mother of God’s 
Son, it was also a part of that honor that she cared for Him in her 
home. 

The Child JESUS completes the circle of this ideal Family: 
Divine, yet obedient to all as to His Heavenly Father; infinitely per- 
fect and wise, yet advancing daily in grace and wisdom; holding the 
universe in the hollow of His hand, yet laboring at the humble trade 
of a carpenter; the Lord of the angels, yet offering humble services 
to human beings; the Creator of the universe, yet accepting with hum- 
ble docility the lessons taught Him by His holy parents. In Him 
every virtue and perfection reigns supreme, yet practiced with such 
simplicity that all may seek to imitate Him; and He, the Divine Law- 
giver, gives to all children a most sublime example of the observance 
of the Fourth Commandment. 

Jesus, the Son of God, became man in order to restore the right 
order in a paganized world, and He began by establishing a family, 
of which He was a member, visible and active, a living example to be 
proposed to all to the end of time, a shining light to guide a society 
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which had fallen into utter darkness and confusion. This darkness 
and confusion have again fallen upon society, because so many families 
have deviated from the example of the Holy Family. How necessary 
it is, then, in these evil days when the citadel of the home is attacked 
with so much violence, that every Catholic man, woman, and child 
should model his or her life upon a corresponding member of the 
Holy Family, and that every Catholic family should become a HOLY 
family by imitating the example set forth by the Family at Nazareth. 

In his encyclical on Christian Marriage, Pope Pius XI enumerated 
some of the evils which now threaten the very existence of the Chris- 
tian home, evils which are well known but too often ignored: “For 
now, not secretly nor under cover, but openly, with all sense of shame 
put aside, now by word, again by writings, by theatrical productions 
of every kind, by romantic fiction, by amorous and frivolous novels, 
by cinematographs portraying in vivid scene, by radio, telephony and 
all inventions of science, the sanctity of marriage is trampled upon 
and derided: divorce, adultery, and all the basest vices are depicted in 
such colors as to appear to be free of all reproach and infamy. These 
doctrines are instilled into men of every class, rich and poor, lettered 
and unlettered, married and single, old and young; but for these last, 
as easiest prey, the worst snares are laid.” 

To combat these evils and to re-establish Christian homes on the 
model of Nazareth, we have a most powerful and effective means in 
the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the home. This is rec- 
ommended by no less an authority than our Holy Father himself, as 
shown in his discourse to newly married couples given elsewhere 
in this issue. And the graces and blessings showered upon families 
who have adopted this beautiful practice are a pledge of the Divine 
favor, and should be a sufficient incentive to all Catholic families to 
number themselves among the “families of the King” by formally and 
officially establishing Him as the King of their home, and living their 
consecration day after day by a loving and intimate union with Him. 





Our booklet, ENTHRONEMENT OF THE SACRED HEART and 
NIGHT ADORATION fully explains the origin, purpose, and benefits of 
these two beautiful practices, and tells how they are to be carried out. 10¢ 


“.... The King is enthroned in our home now. He came to live 
with us on His own Feast Day. Truly it is a ROYAL household now, 
and in time, we pray, it may become less worldly and more truly a 
Bethany, where the Loved One may find repose, and many, many lov- 
ing souls to love Him with their whole hearts... .” R.M.W., Calif. 
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ground for life is to be found in the home circle 
of a truly Christian family. Around the hearth 
are learned the most beautiful virtues: the les- 
sons of unselfishness, so necesssary for the mem- 
bers of the little society of the home as well as 
for the members of the bigger society of the 
world; the lessons of helpfulness and service 
to: others, so necessary for worthy citizenship. The family is, in its 
truest and best sense, a “socializing” influence, where the interests of 
individuals are subordinated to the common good, where authority and 
liberty are harmoniously blended. It is in the family that the citizens 
of the State are imbued with a sense of truthfulness and honesty, and 
it is likewise in the family that the members of the Church are taught 
reverence for sacred things, piety, and the fear of God. 

In this age of rapid, yes, violent changes, it would be assuring to 
know that the family is remaining true to the traditions of the past and 
is faithfully fulfilling its great and wonderful responsibility to the 
Church and to the State. But it must be confessed that the rude shocks 
to Christian morals which are received only too often in the present 
day, give evidence more and more that the spirit of the world has 
caused the influence of the Christian family on society to be greatly 
weakened. Many reasons can be alleged for this decline, but not the 
least among them is the failure of a great number of professedly 
Catholic families to read Catholic newspapers, magazines and books. 


The mission of the Catholic Press is indispensable, its benefits 
incalculable. A good Catholic paper or magazine coming regularly 
into the home keeps its members religion-conscious, and affords them 
the antidote for the poison imbibed unconsciously from so many in- 
fluences which tend to lower ideals, to uproot morality and to destroy 
faith in God. A generation or two ago one might pick up a good book 
of fiction and after reading it be unaware of the religious beliefs of 
its author, for the plot conveyed a good moral lesson that was assimi- 
lated without injury to faith. But with the fiction produced today it 
is not so. The result is that the minds of well-intentioned people, Catho- 
lic and otherwise, are being insidiously poisoned by their reading. It 
is said that a popular author some years ago went so far as to assert 





: 
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that he could prescribe a course of reading which, if followed by the 
average college graduate, would surely undermine the faith of any who 
had been brought up in a Christian belief. 

It is a self-evident truth that what affects the mind affects also 
the soul and the moral outlook of an individual, even though the effect 
may not be evident at first glance as is usually the case in things which 
concern the body. Normal, healthy people would not thing of taking 
poison to sustain their bodies. Yet those same people think nothing 
of reading books and periodicals that are fatal to their mental and 
spiritual health. It has been repeatedly stated by clear-sighted leaders 
of world affairs, especially those of the Catholic Church who have the 
welfare of souls at heart, that civilization can be saved only by the 
recognition of the true principles of ethics and the moral law, which 
are based directly on religion. 

The Catholic Press is the foremost organ for the dissemination 
of truth, for the enunciation of the principles of right and wrong, for 
the inculcation of virtue and morality, and the diffusion of the doctrines 
of faith. The Popes, not only of our own century, but also of the 
preceding centuries, have uttered prophetic warnings of the evils that 
would befall the world through the dissemination of books and publica- 
tions dangerous to faith and morals. At the same time they urged the 
need of a widespread religious Press to save the world from the threat- 
ening danger. We see today the sad results of the disregard of these 
warnings; for it is no exaggeration to say that many of the evils from 
which the world is at present suffering were produced by books, books 
which have weakened faith, corrupted tastes, undermined morals, and 
left souls floundering in despair. Too long have the powers of dark- 
ness held a dictatorship over the reading public. It is time for Catho- 
lics at least to declare their independence by refusing to read immoral 
books and publications, or such as might endanger their Faith, and by 
reading books and Catholic periodicals, which are being published in 
sufficient numbers to supply every variety of taste. Catholic parents 
must make it their concern to see that their children are preserved from 
the contaminating influence of an evil press, and to provide the whole- 
some reading that is obtainable through Catholic sources. 

Furthermore, the spread of wholesome reading in circles outside 
the home is one of the most praiseworthy forms of Catholic Action. 
The Catholic laity must recognize the dire need of the reading public, 
both young and old, for the proper kind of reading to counteract the 
deluge of evil that is poured out by unscrupulous and evil-intentioned 
agencies, and do all they can to supply that need. The month of Feb- 
ruary, dedicated as it is to the Catholic Press, affords an excellent op- 
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portunity to do something positive in the way of Catholic Action in 
this field. Good magazines and pamphlets could be passed out to those 
who need their influence, or left in convenient places for them to pick 
up — railway and bus stations, street cars, etc.; subscriptions could 
be taken out for public libraries, hospitals, echbale: individual families 
or particular persons. Sooner or later the good effects of such an 
apostolate will begin to show and to spread. Though at first this effect 
may be no greater than the circle formed by a tiny pebble dropped into, 
the sea, yet that circle will widen and widen until in time it will em- 
brace a sizeable section of human society, and its influence for the 
betterment of mankind will be beyond calculation, 


St. es de Sales on Holp Communion 
a a oa a 
= Sates chief aim in communicating should be to ad- 


vance, strengthen and comfort yourself in the 
love of God; receiving for love’s sake what love alone 
can give. Nowhere is the love of Jesus Christ set 
forth more tenderly or more touchingly than in 
this Sacrament, by which He, so to speak, annihilates 
Himself for us, and takes upon Him the form of 
bread, in order to feed us, and unite Himself closely 
to the hearts, bodies and souls of the faithful. 


If men of the world ask you why you communicate so often, 
tell them that it is in order that you may learn to love God; that you 
may be purified from your imperfections, delivered from your per- 
plexities, comforted in your sorrows, strengthened in your weakness. 
Tell them that there are two classes of men who need frequent Com- 
munion — those who are perfect, since surely they above all men 
should draw near to the source and fountain of all perfection; and 
the imperfect, in order that they may learn to be perfect; the strong, 
that they lose not their strength; the weak, that they may become 
strong; the sick, in order to be healed; the healthy, that they may not 
be sick; and that you who are imperfect, weak and diseased, need 
constant intercourse with your Perfection, your Strength, and your 
Physician. Tell them you receive the Blessed Sacrament that you may 
learn to receive It rightly; for what we do but seldom we do ill. 
Therefore, communicate as often as you have permission; and re- 
member that as hares amidst our snowy mountains grow white from 
living in the snow, so by perpetually worshiping and adoring Beauty, 
Goodness and Purity, you, too, will become beautiful, good and pure.. 
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URGATORY is a place of intense suffering. “The fire of pur- 
gatory,” says St. Augustine, “is more terrible than all that man 
j} can suffer in this life.” The pains endured there are of two 
inds: the pain of loss and the pain of sense. The pain of loss consists 
in being deprived for a period of time of the vision of God; and the 
pain of sense consists in suffering. We do not know how intense those 
pains are, nor do we know how long a soul is kept from the vision of 
God; all we know is that souls are freed only when they have paid 
the “last farthing.” 

There are many motives which should prompt us to show charity 
towards the souls in purgatory. We should look upon it as a duty of 
justice and gratitude, of charity, and of personal interest. Hence, in all 
our good works: prayers, fastings, mortifications, almsdeeds, indul- 
gences, Holy Communion, the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, we should be 
mindful of the holy souls in purgatory. 

It is well for us to remember also the words of the /mitation of 
Christ: “Who will remember thee when thou art dead, and who will 
pray for thee? Do now, beloved, do all thou canst, because thou knowest 
not when thou shalt die; nor dost thou know what shall befall thee after 
death. Whilst thou hast time, heap up to thyself riches that will never 
die; think of nothing but thy salvation; care for nothing but the things 
of God. Make now to thyself friends, by honoring the saints of God, 
and imitate their actions; that when thou shalt fail in this life, they 
may receive thee into everlasting dwellings. Keep thyself as a pilgrim 
and a stranger upon earth, to whom the affairs of this world do not in 
the least belong. Keep thy heart free and raised upwards to God, be- 
cause thou hast not here a lasting city. Send thither thy daily prayers, 
with sighs and tears; that after death thy spirit may be worthy to pass 
happily to Our Lord.” 

The well-known writer, Father Daniel A. Lord, S.J., in his column 
“Along the Way,” tells of a kindly old Irish gentleman who in the lei- 
sure of his Sundays always reads with care and devotion the obituary 
column in the paper. When he finishes his reading, he picks out one 
of the dead and prays for that soul throughout the following week. Then 
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on the next Sunday he reads the obituaries again and selects a new 
name. He has faithfully kept up this charitable practice for years. One 
week he may be inspired to pick out the name of an Italian man; another, 
that of a German lady; which shows that he tries to be impartial in 
his choice, for, as St. Paul teaches, “all are one in Christ.” But he con- 
fessed when speaking to his daughter about this practice that he does 
have a hard time keeping an unbiased view and has to struggle against 
his inclination to pick out someone with a good old Irish name. Never- 
theless, he clings to his Catholic view that a soul is a soul, and prays 
each week for a new member of the Church Suffering. 

As reading the death notices is a practice common to all Catholics, 
this is passed on as an idea and a suggestion for helping the poor souls 
with practical and unselfish charity. We might mention, too, the prac- 
tice of a certain woman who, over a period of sixteen or eighteen. years, 
has enrolled in the Association of Perpetual Adoration* the names 
of many deceased persons, not only of relatives and close acquaint- 
ances, but also of such as are total strangers to her. Each time she 
has someone enrolled, she asks for some special favor, for herself or 
others. Many souls have thus been helped by her charity, and are 
probably now interceding for her in heaven. 


To Restore All Things in Christ 


Concluded 


(The extracts from the first Encyclical of Pope Pius X given in our pre- 
ceeding issue treated principally of the deadly nature of the malady so univer- 
sally afflicting human society today. The extracts in the present issue refer 
chiefly to the one true remedy as indicated by the Holy Father.) 


The Means To Be Employed 


S FOR the means to be employed in securing this great 
end (“leading back mankind under the dominion of 
Christ,’’ thereby to restore the empire of God in their souls) 
it seems, venerable brothers, superfluous to name them, 
: 3} for they are obvious of themselves. Our first care must 

be to form Christ in those who are destined, by the duty of their voca- 

tion, to form Him in others. We speak of the priests. For all who bear 
the seal of the priesthood must know that they have the same mission 





*The living and departed whose names have been enrolled in the 
Association of Perpetual Adoration, share in the unceasing adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament in our four convents, in the daily remembrance 
at Holy Mass and Holy Communion of over 250 Sisters, and in Bene- 
diction of the Most Blessed Sacrament given twice daily in each Sanc- 
tuary. For full particulars write to: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration; Clyde, Missouri. 
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to the people in the midst of whom they live as that which Paul in 
these tender words proclaimed that he himself received: “My little 
children, of whom I am in labor again until Christ be formed in you” 
(Gal. iv. 19). But how will they be able to perform this duty if they 
be not first clothed with Christ themselves? and clothed with Christ 
in such @ way as to be able to say with the Apostle: “I live, yet not I, 
but Christ lives in me’’ (Ibid. ii. 20). ‘‘For me to live is Christ’’ (Phil. 
i, 21). Hence, although all are not included in the exhortation “to 
advance toward the perfect man, in the measure of the age of the ful- 
ness of Christ’’ (Ephes. iv. 13), it is addressed before all others to 
those who exercise the sacerdotal ministry; thus these are called 
“another Christ,’’ not merely by the communication of power, but by 
reason of the imitation of His works, and they should therefore bear 
stamped upon themselves the image of Christ. 


Bishops and Their Seminaries 

This being so, venerable brothers, of what nature and magnitude 
is the care that must be taken by you in forming the clergy to holiness! 
All other tasks must yield to this one. Wherefore the chief part of 
your diligence will be directed to governing and ordering your semi- 
naries aright so that they may flourish equally in sound teaching and 
spotless morality. Regard your seminary as the delight of your heart, 
and neglect on its behalf none of those provisions which the Council of 
Trent has, with admirable forethought, prescribed. And when the 
time comes for promoting the youthful candidates to holy orders, ah! 
do not forget what Paul wrote to Timothy: “Impose not hands lightly 
on any man” (1 Tim. v. 22), bearing carefully in mind that as a 
general rule the faithful will be such as are those whom you call to 
the priesthood. Do not, then, pay heed to private interests of any 
kind, but have at heart only God and the Church and the eternal wel- 
fare of souls, so that, as the Apostle admonishes, “you may not be 
partakers of the sins of others.” 

Then, again, be not lacking in solicitude for young priests who 
have just left the seminary. From the bottom of Our heart we urge 
you to bring them often close to your breast, which should burn with 
celestial fire; kindle them, inflame them, so that they may aspire solely 
after God and the salvation of souls. Rest assured, venerable brothers, 
that We on Our side will use the greatest diligence to prevent the 
members of the clergy from being drawn into the snares of a certain 
new and fallacious science,, which savoreth not of Christ, but with 
masked and cunning arguments strives to open the door to rationalism 
and semi-rationalism, against which the Apostle warned Timothy to be 
on his guard when he wrote: “Keep that which is committed to thy 
trust, avoiding the profane novelties of words and oppositions of 
knowledge, falsely so called, which some promising have erred in the 
Faith” (1 Tim. vi. 20). 


Priests Must Be Apostles First and Scholars Afterwards 


This does not prevent Us from esteeming worthy of praise those 
young priests who dedicate themselves to useful studies in every 














**Be converted to Me, and you shall be saved, all ye ends of the earth; for I am God, 
and there is no other’’ (Is. xlv. 22). ‘‘I am the Lord: and there is no Savior 
besides Me’’ (Is. xlili. 11). 


branch of learning, the better to prepare themselves to defend the truth and 
to refute the calumnies of the enemies of the Faith, Yet We cannot conceal, 
nay, We proclaim in the most open manner possible, that Our preference is 
and ever shall be, for those who, while cultivating ecclesiastical and literary 
erudition, dedicate themselves more closely to the welfare of souls through the 
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‘ 
exercise of those ministries proper to a priest zealous for the Divine 
glory... 

Who can fail to see that while men are led by reason and liberty, 
the principal way to restore the empire of God in their souls is reli- 
gious instruction? How many there are who mimic Christ and abhor 
the Church and the Gospel more through ignorance than through bad- 
ness of mind, of whom it may well be said: ‘‘They blaspheme all they 
do not know’’ (Jude. i. 10). This is found to be the case not only 
among the people at large and among the lowest classes, who are thus 
easily led astray, but even among the more cultured and among those 
endowed, moreover, with education beyond the common, The result 
is for a great many the loss of the Faith. For it is not true that the 
progress of knowledge extinguishes the Faith; rather, it is ignorance; 
and the more ignorance prevails, the greater is the havoc wrought by 
incredulity. And this is why Christ commanded the Apostles: ‘Go, 
teach all nations” (Matt. xxviii. 19). 


But in order that the desired fruit may be derived from this apos- 
tolate and this zeal for teaching, and that Christ may be formed in 
all, remember, venerable brothers, that no means is more efficacious 
than charity. ‘‘For the Lord is not found in commotion” (3 Kings 
xix. 11). — It is vain to hope to attract souls to God by a bitter zeal. 
On the contrary, harm is done more often than good by taunting men 
harshly with their faults, and reproving their vices with asperity. 
True, the Apostle exhorted Timothy, ““Reprove, beseech, rebuke,” but 
he took care to add: “with all patience’ (2 Tim. iv. 2). 


Jesus has certainly left us examples of this. ‘‘Come to Me,’’ we 
find Him saying, ‘“‘come to Me, all ye that labor and are burdened, and 
I will refresh you”’ (Matt. xi. 28). And by those that labor and are 
burdened He meant only those who are slaves of sin and error. What 
gentleness was that shown by the Divine Master!: What tenderness, 
what compassion toward all kinds of misery! Isaias has marvelously 
described His Heart in the words: “I will set my spirit upon Him; He 
shall not contend nor cry out; the bruised reed He will not break. He 
will not extinguish the smoking flax’’ (xlii. 1 et seq.). 


This charity, “patient and kind’’ (1 Cor. xiii. 4), will extend itself 
also to those who are hostile to us and persecute us. ‘We are reviled,” 
thus did St. Paul protest, ‘and we bless; we are persecuted and we 
suffer it; we are blasphemed, and we entreat’”’ (1 Cor. iv. 12). They, 
perhaps, seem to be worse than they really are. Their associations 
with others prejudice the counsel, advice and example of others, and 
finally an ill-advised scheme has dragged them to the side of the 
impious; but their wills are not so depraved as they themselves would 
seek to make people believe. Who will prevent us from hoping that 
the flame of Christian charity may dispel the darkness from their 
minds and bring them the light and peace of God? Perhaps the fruit 
of our labors may be slow in coming, but charity wearies not with 
waiting, knowing that God prepares His rewards not for the results of 
toil, but for the good will shown in it. 
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The Co-operation of the Laity 


It is true, venerable brothers, that in this arduous task of the 
restoration of the human race in Christ, neither you nor your cler- 
gy should exclude all assistance. We know that God has commanded 
everyone to have a care for his neighbor (Eccl. xvii. 12). For it is not 
priests alone, but all the faithful, without exception, who must con- 
cern themselves with the interests of God and souls — not, of course, 
according to their own views, but always under the direction and 
orders of the Bishops; for to no one in the Church except you is it 
given to preside over, to teach, to govern, ‘‘the Church of God, wherein 
the Holy Ghost has placed you to rule’’ (Acts. xx. 28). 

Our predecessors have long since approved and blessed those 
Catholics who have banded together in societies of various kinds, but 
always religious in their aim. We, too, have no hesitation in awarding 
our praise to this great idea, and We earnestly desire to see it propagated 
and flourish in town and country. But We wish that all such associa- 
tions aim firstly and chiefly at the constant maintenance of Christian 
life among those who belong to them. For truly it is of little avail 
to discuss questions with nice subtlety, or to discourse eloquently of 
rights and duties, when all this is unconnected with practice. 

The times we live in demand action — but action consisting en- 
tirely in observing with fidelity and zeal the Divine laws and the pre- 
cepts of the Church, in the frank and open profession of religion, in 
the exercise of all kinds of charitable works, independently of self-inter- 
est or worldly advantage. Such luminous examples given by the great 
army of soldiers of Christ will be of much greater force in moving 
and drawing men than words and sublime dissertations; and it will 
easily come about that when human respect has been subdued and 
prejudices and doubting laid aside, large numbers will be won to Christ, 
becoming in turn promoters of His knowledge and love, which are the 
road to true and solid happiness. 

Oh! when in every city and village the law of the Lord is faith- 
fully observed, when respect is shown for sacred things, when the 
sacraments are frequented, and the ordinances of Christian life fulfilled, 
there will certainly be no more need for us to labor to see things re- 
stored in Christ. Nor is it for the attainment of eternal welfare alone 
that this will be of service — it will also contribute largely to men’s 
temporal welfare and the advantage of human society. For when these 
conditions have been secured, the upper and wealthy classes will learn 
to be just and charitable to those below, and the latter will be able to 
bear with tranquillity and patience the trials of their hard lot; the 
citizens will obey not lust but law; reverence and love will be deemed 
a duty toward those that govern, ‘“‘whose power comes only from God’”’ 
(Rom. xiii. 1). 

And then? Then, at last, it will be clear to all that the Church, 
such as it was instituted by Christ, must enjoy full and entire liberty 
and independence of all foreign dominion; and We, in demanding that 
same liberty, are defending not only the sacred rights of religion, but 
are also consulting the common weal and the safety of nations. For 
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it continues to be true that “‘piety is useful for all things’ (1 Tim. iv. 
8). When this is strong and flourishing, the people will “truly sit in 
the fulness of peace’”’ (Isa. xxxii. 18). 

May God, “who is rich in mercy” (Ephes. ii. 4), benignly speed 
this restoration of the human race in Jesus Christ, for “it is not of him 
that willeth, or of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy” 
(Rom. ix. 16). And let us, venerable brothers, “in the spirit of humil- 
ity,’”’ with continuous and urgent prayer, ask this of Him through the 
merits of Jesus Christ. Let us turn, too, to the most powerful inter- 
cession of the holy Mother, — to obtain which We, addressing to you 
this letter of ours on the day appointed especially for commemorating 
the Holy Rosary, ordain and confirm all our predecessor’s prescriptions 
with regard to the dedication of the present month to the august Vir- 
gin, by the public recitation of the Rosary in all churches; with the 
further exhortation that we invoke as intercessors with God the most 
pure spouse of Mary, the Patron of the Catholic Church, and the holy 
Princes of the Apostles, Peter and Paul. 

And that all this may be realized in fulfilment of our ardent de- 
sire, and that everything may be prosperous with you, We invoke upon 
you the most bountiful gifts of Divine grace. And now in testimony of 
that most tender charity wherewith We embrace you and all the faith- 
ful whom Divine Providence has entrusted to us, We impart, with all 
affection in the Lord, the Apostolic Blessing to you, venerable brothers, 
to the clergy and to your people. 

Given at Rome at St. Peter’s on the 4th day of October 1903, in 


the first year of our pontificate. PIUS X, Pope 
aie te 
St. Gertrude, the Great 
Concluded 


HEN Gertrude was thirty-five years old, it pleased 
God to take to Himself the Abbess Gertrude of 
Hackeborn. Her death must have brought a very 
sensible grief to the holy virgin, who was tenderly 
attached to her superior, and had lived all her 
religious life under her motherly guidance. Ger- 

trude of Hackeborn was succeeded in the abbatial dignity by Sophia 

of Mansfield, who ruled the monastery during the remainder of the 

saint’s lifetime. During the first year of her government, in 1292, 

the Emperor Rudolph of Hapsburg died. There were two claimants 

to the imperial throne, and the choice lay with the electors. They 
would probably have elected Albert, son of the late Emperor, had he 
not made himself unpopular with them by his harsh manner: Their 
choice therefore fell on Adolphus, Count of Nassau. At the time of 
the election the community of Helfta, knowing the grave issues at 
stake and the importance of having a good, God-fearing ruler in the 
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unsettled state in which their country then lay, all assembled in earnest 
prayer for the guidance and assistance of the Holy Ghost. As they 
were thus praying, Gertrude turned to her Abbess and told her that, 
contrary to their expectation, Adolphus of Nassau had been chosen, 
but that in a few years he would die a violent death at the hands of his 
rival. This prediction was verified when, on July 2, 1298, Adolphus 
was killed in battle by Albert, who then took possession of his father’s 
throne. 

Gertrude was now past forty years of age, and the days of her 
exile were fast drawing to a close. Her life had been one of constant 
suffering, her natural delicacy having been increased by long and re- 
peated illnesses. She tells us herself how, after her seventh severe 
illness, she had ventured to ask Our Lord if He would not cure her. 
But her Divine Spouse desired only that she should resign herself en- 
tirely into His hands, to do or not to do, to suffer or not to suffer, just 
as He willed. He told her it was not expedient for human frailty to 
know how much God intends it to bear, for oftentimes it would shrink 
at the sight. 

Throughout St. Gertrude’s revelations of God’s dealings with her 
soul we cannot fail to be struck by the immense value He places upon 
the intention and submission of the will. He told her once that what 
we do is nothing to Him, that it is absolutely immaterial to Him 
whether we are employed in mental or bodily exercises, provided our 
intention is to please Him. Here we have the key to Gertrude’s ex- 
traordinary sanctity, which God so valued that He could refuse nothing 
to her prayers, and that He found His chief delight in dwelling in her 
heart. In itself her life had nothing unusual about it; she lived quietly 
and peacefully in her convent, either occupied with the daily routine 
of duties which fill the day of a cloistered nun, or stretched out on a 
bed of sickness, apparently a burden to herself and useless to her 
community. Yet the love which animated her most trivial actions 
turned all she touched to gold; while the entire conformity of her will 
to that of her Divine Spouse in all the sufferings she endured, in 
being constantly prevented from taking part in the celebration of the 
great festivals, which was her chief delight, and in many similar trials, 
caused her union with God to be so perfected, even in this life, that 
she might truly have said, “I live now, not I, but Christ lives and 
reigns in me.” 

We all know what it is to yearn for the presence of one whom we 
love deeply, and our own experience may give us a faint idea of what 
Gertrude suffered until she could be dissolved and be with Christ. The 
greatest of purgatory’s torments is not the fire, nor even heaven deferred, 
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but the inability of the soul to satisfy its intense craving for the Beatific 
Vision, which for one brief moment was vouchsafed to it at the judg- 
ment. So much did Gertrude languish with love that each year seemed 
like an eternity to her, and while she would not have hastened her 
release one moment contrary to the will of God, from time to time she 
would cry to Him, “Though I am but the refuse of Thy creation, my 
one loving desire is to die and to be with Thee, to offer Thee the 
homage of my song of gladness in union with that happy company who 
sing Thy praises eternally in heaven.” 

Her intimate friend and confidant, St. Mechtilde, had already gone 
in 1298 to enjoy the delights of paradise. At length in 1300, on the 
feast of St. Martin, November 11th, St. Gertrude said to her Divine 
Spouse, “O Lord, when wilt Thou take me hence?” and He answered, 
“Very soon I will take thee from the world.” At these words Gertrude 
was filled with joy and a yet more eager desire to die. 


On the following Easter Day, when she communicated, Our Lord 
said to her, “Come, My beloved, I will make of thee My throne.” Then 
she knew that the promise made to her on the feast of St. Martin was 
soon to be realized. Our Lord added, “Choose now whether you will 
die at once, or whether you will submit to a long illness, in order that 
your soul may be yet more perfectly adorned.” Gertrude answered, 
“O Lord, Thy will be done.” Then Our Lord told her that she had 
done well in leaving the choice to Him, and that if for love of Him 
she would consent to live a while longer, He would hide in her heart, 
and lead her thence at death to everlasting bliss. 

For a time her strength rallied, and she was constantly engaged in 
adding fresh jewels to the bridal robe which she was preparing for the 
day of her heavenly nuptials. Our Lord, having promised to warn 
her when the day of her death was at hand, at length sent angels, 
princes of the celestial court, to announce to her that the hour of her 
release was near. A great number of heavenly spirits then appeared, 
coming down from heaven to earth, and inviting Gertrude to the joys 
of paradise, singing with sweetest melody, “Come, mistress, come, for 
the delights of heaven await thee.” 

But her Divine Spouse, as He had promised, came Himself to take 
His bride to heaven. Entering her chamber with His Mother and many 
saints, martyrs, confessors, and virgins, all carrying emblems of their 
various triumphs, He said to her: “Arise, My sister, My spouse, My 
beloved one, and I will open to thee My inmost Heart, that in My 
embrace thou mayest ascend above the stars.” These words penetrated 
her very soul, and broke the fetters which still bound her to earth, while 
her freed spirit flew to the embrace of Him whom alone she had loved 
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and served. It was November 17, in the year 1301 or 1302. 

If it had not been by the express command of the Divine Master, 
to which Gertrude was obliged to bow in submission, it is probable that 
she, like so many of God’s most beautiful treasures, would have re- 
mained hidden and unknown to mankind until that great day when 
all hearts shall be revealed. In Gertrude’s case, however, hidden as 
her life was, and little as we know of her in some respects, we have 
cause to thank God that He deigned to compel her, despite her natural 
shrinking, to commit to writing many of the favors He had bestowed 
on her. He told her that it would tend to increase His glory, not hers; 
and the moment she understood this, she no longer hesitated to comply, 
except to seek to learn from Him how she was to set about her writing, 
not feeling any natural capacity for the task. Our Divine Lord re- 
assured her, and promised that He Himself would inspire her. Each 
time she took up her pen, she wrote without the slightest effort as 
long as her Divine Spouse continued to inspire her, but when He 
thought she had written enough for one day He would leave her, and 
then she was not able, do what she would, to think of another word or 
to recall to mind a single grace or favor she had received. This re- 
assured her greatly, as she felt that she was merely an instrument in 
God’s hands, a channel through which He was to make known to men 
His goodness and His love. 

Her writings comprise five books, which are contained in the vol- 
ume known as the “Life and Revelations of St. Gertrude.” The first book 
was not written by herself, but by some nun of her monastery, and gives 
a short account of the miracles wrought through her intercession, of 
some incidents of her life, and of her remarkable virtues. The second 
was written by Gertrude at the dictation and inspiration of Our Lord, 
as related above, and makes known the wonderful favors she received. 
The third, fourth and fifth books were written probably at her dictation. 
The fourth book gives an account of the favors she received on the 
various festivals throughout the year, teaching us how we may best 
honor Christ and His saints on the feasts established by the Church in 
their honor. The fifth book contains accounts of the holy deaths of 
several religious of her community, revelations concerning the souls 
in purgatory and their deliverance, and her own preparation for 
death.* 

St. Gertrude’s feast was extended to the universal Church in the 
" *It is to be regretted that the book of the Life and Revelations of 
St. Gertrude, published in England, is not obtainable at present on 
account of the recent war. To satisfy to some extent the desires of 


our readers, we shall from time to time publish such of her revelations 
as are most useful and practical for the faithful in general. 
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seventeenth century. The King of Spain asked and obtained that she 
should be declared the Patroness of the West Indies. In Peru her 
feast is celebrated with extraordinary splendor, while in New Mexico 
a town was built in her honor and bears her name. The veneration in 
which her memory has always been held is attested by the writings of 
many saints and holy persons, who cannot speak too highly of her 
holiness, of her writings, and of her work in the Church. Father Faber 
has expressed a wish which finds an echo in every Benedictine heart, 
that “Gertrude might be to the Church once more what she was in ages 
past, the Doctress and Prophetess of the interior life, like Deborah who 
sat beneath her palm tree on Mount Ephraim uttering her canticles and 
judging Israel.” 


*Do No Less than Your Best and Give No 
Less than Your Most’’ 
wthetietie 


Ss UCH was the appeal addressed to the people of our country by 
the Archbishop of New York after seeing in person the desperate 
condition of people in war-torn Europe. “I have seen men and women, 
sick, starving and shelterless, clothed in rags, lying on litters, wait- 
ing only for death to release them,” said His Eminence. “I have seen 
children hungry and thin of face —/ eyes in whose pools life’s joys 
no longer stirred, lips that were dead to laughter’s kiss, yet parted 
fiercely to a crust of bread, and since then I have walked in ceaseless 
dread that these children may die, or living, live in bitterness. . . 


“In the name of God who spared our own people from such living 
deaths, in the name of those millions who, from out of the shadow of 
war and death, piteously cry to us for food, I beg you to give not only 
what you can spare, but I ask you to share what you need... with the 
starving, unclothed innocent of a war-ravished world.” 


Thousands of people in Europe are without underclothing, shoes 
and stockings, living in windswept ruins of houses, trying to exist on 
the barest minimum of food. Theirs is, in reality, a living death, and 
they look pleadingly to America as their only hope in their extremity. 
Let us not fail them in their desperate need! 


Offerings sent to our convent will be devoted to the relief of these 


war sufferers, and God will surely reward with rich blessings those 
who thus come to the aid of His afflicted members. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE XII — LIFE EVERLASTING (continued) 


tReet 

OWHERE do we find a more inspiring description of the Heavenly 

N Jerusalem than in the 21st Chapter of the ““Apocalypse’’ of Saint 

John. In language sublime and glowing, the favored Apostle 
describes the glory and beauty of the city of God which was shown 
to him in a vision. Yet we must bear in mind that the words of the 
inspired writer are not to be taken literally, but in a mystical and 
symbolical sense; for the beauty and the riches of heaven are infinitely 
above all that the human mind can conceive or human language express. 
The Holy Spirit, speaking through His servant, accommodates His 
language to our lowly and limited way of thinking, by representing the 
beauty and glory of this heavenly city to us under the figures of such 
things as we most admire and value here below. 

“And I saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold the dwelling 
of God with men, and He will dwell with them, and they will be His 
people, and God Himself will be with them as their God. And God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes. And death shall be no 
more; neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain any more, 
for the former things have passed away...’ 

“And there came one of the seven angels... and he spoke with 
me, saying, ‘Come, I will show thee the bride, the spouse of the Lamb.’ 
And he took me up in spirit to a mountain, great and high, and showed 
me the holy city Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
having the glory of God. Its light was like to a precious stone, as it 
were, a jasper-stone, clear as crystal. And it had a wall great and high 
with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written 
on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of 
Israel. On the east are three gates, and on the north three gates, and 
on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall of 
the city has twelve foundation stones, and on them twelve names of 
the twelve Apostles of the Lamb. 
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“And he who spoke with me had a measure, a golden reed, to 
measure the city and the gates thereof and the wall... And the material 
of its wall was jasper; but the city itself was pure gold, like pure glass. 
And the foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every 
precious stone. The first foundation, jasper; the second, sapphire; the 
third, agate; the fourth, emerald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; 
the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, 
chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. And the 
twelve gates were twelve pearls; that is, each gate was a single pearl. 
And the street of the city was pure gold, as it were, transparent glass. 

“And I saw no temple therein. For the Lord God almighty and 
the Lamb are the temple thereof. And the city has no need of the sun 
or the moon to shine upon it. For the glory of God lights it up, and 
the Lamb is the lamp thereof. And the nations shall walk by the light 
thereof; and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory and honor 
into it. And its gates shall not be shut by day; for there shall be no 
night there. And they shall bring the glory and the honor of nations 
into it. And there shall not enter into it anything defiled, or he who 
practices abomination and falsehood, but those only who are written 
in the book of life of the Lamb, 

“And he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, 
coming forth from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst 
of the city street, on both sides of the river, was the tree of life, bearing 
twelve fruits, yielding its fruit according to each month, and the leaves 
for the healing of the nations. 

“And there shall be no more any accursed thing; but the throne 
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 
And they shall see His Face and His Name shall be on their foreheads. 
And night shall be no more, and they shall have no need of light of 
lamp, or light of sun, for the Lord God will shed Light upon them; 
and they shall reign forever and ever.” 

Only when we reach heaven itself shall we fully comprehend the 
sublime reality of what is here expressed in figurative language. We 
trust, however, that the explanations to follow will serve to reveal in 
some measure the hidden meaning of these words. 

With the preceding considerations as a prelude, let us now seek 
to analyze the glory of heaven and the bliss of its inhabitants in so 
far as this is possible with the help of theology and revelation. 


Threefold Happiness of the Elect 


Theologians, in speaking of the happiness of heaven, make a dis- 
tinction between what they call the primary or ESSENTIAL happiness 
of the elect, and the secondary or ACCIDENTAL happiness. The first 
comes directly from God; the second comes from Him through the inter- 
mediary of creatures. These do not, however, form two separate beati- 
tudes; for, just as the rays of light coming directly from the sun and 
those reflected from it, blend themselves harmoniously into one sheet 
of light, so the union of the essential and the secondary happiness of 
the elect will constitute but one single supreme delight. 
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I. — The Essential Happiness of Heaven — Eternal 
Vision, Enjoyment, and Possession of God 


“Although the kingdom of heaven abounds with all that can be 
imagined good and delightful,” says Bishop Challoner, ‘‘yet there is 
but one Sovereign Good, in the enjoyment of which consists the es- 
sential beatitude of heaven, and that is God Himself, whom the blessed 
ever see as He truly is, face to face; see Him in the very centre of their 
souls; and by the eternal contemplation of His infinite beauty and truth, 
together with all His Divine attributes and attractions, they are ravished 
and set on fire with seraphic flames of eternal love. By means of this 
contemplation and love they are closely united by a most pure and amia- 
ble union with this sovereign and infinite Good, and they eternally enjoy 
Him. He surrounds and penetrates them on all sides with inexpressible 
delights; He fills their whole souls with Himself, the overflowing source 
of all good; He gives Himself to them to be their joy, their treasure, 
their never-ending bliss; He transforms them in a manner into Himself, 
as when brass or iron in the furnace is perfectly penetrated by the fire 
it loses in a manner its own nature, and becomes all flame and fire’ 
(‘‘Meditations,”’ p. 522). 

St. Thomas tells us that to fully enjoy God, three things are neces- 
sary: 1. That we SEE Him, — that is, know Him as He is; 2. that we 
POSSESS Him perfectly; 3. that we ENJOY this possession fully and 
without any impediment. These three gifts are the magnificent re- 
ward of the three theological virtues: 1. VISION, the faculty of seeing 
God face to face, is the reward of FAITH. 2. POSSESSION of the 
Sovereign Good is the reward of HOPE. And 3. ENJOYMENT or 
FRUITION, the faculty of enjoying God, is the reward of CHARITY. 
‘These felicities are distinct from each other, but inseparable. They are 
imparted to the soul in proportion to the perfection in which those 
virtues reside in the soul when it enters heaven. 

Were there no other happiness in heaven besides this eternal 
‘vision, possession and enjoyment of God, the souls of the elect would 
be perfectly satisfied; for, what good can they lack who possess God, 
‘the Supreme Good? 


The Light of Glory 


In heaven we shall see God, not as Moses beheld the promised 
land from afar, not as we gaze upon the starry dome of the heavens in 
the dim distance; not as we know Him through nature, through the 
‘Scriptures; not “through a mirror in an obscure manner” (1 Cor. xiii. 
12), in the darkness of mystery; but we shall see Him AS HE 
IS, FACE TO FACE. 

However, in order that we may be able to gaze upon the Divine 
Essence of the thrice holy and eternal God by a clear, direct vision, 
‘a new miracle of the omnipotence and wisdom of God must be per- 
formed. For this is a supernatural act, far transcending the natural 
powers of all rational creatures, even of the cherubim and seraphim. 
Therefore God in His goodness comes to the aid of the soul by grant- 
‘ing it a supernatural power, which theologians call the light of glory. 
By means of this Divine light, the intellect, the most noble faculty of 
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the soul, is raised above its natural powers and rendered capable of 
seeing God as He is, by a clear, unveiled knowledge of the Divine 
Essence. For in this vision the soul beholds God, not with the bodily 
eyes but with the intellect; for God is a spirit and cannot be seen with 
corporal eyes. And this intellectual vision of the soul is much clearer 
and more perfect than is man’s vision of material things with his 
bodily eyes. 

Let us explain this by a comparison. By the dim light of a lamp, 
the bodily eye can see only those things that are very close at hand, 
and that only dimly and imperfectly. But when the sun has risen, 
the same eye beholds the heavens and the earth, and all things that 
are in them, as well as the sun itself. So also the soul, confined within 
the narrow prison of the body, can know but little of God and the 
works of God through the light of the intellect; but when the light of 
glory breaks upon it, it is capable of seeing God Himself and all His 
works. 

Consider the human eye — so small, and yet embracing such im- 
mensity. How is it that in the tiny cornea of our eye the vast expanse 
of earth and heaven, which are millions of times greater, are mirrored 
at a glance, and that we can see all that they contain? This is ac- 
complished through light — through the rays of the sun. In a similar 
way, our limited intellect will be made capable of gazing upon the in- 
finite majesty of God in heaven, to comprehend His glory and His bless- 
edness, by a new, supernatural light, not of this earth — the light 
of glory, which is nothing else than a participation in that uncreated 
light in which God dwells, and in which He beholds and knows Himself 
and all His creatures. ‘“‘With Thee is the fountain of life,’’ says the 
royal prophet, “and in Thy light we shall see light” (Ps. xxxv. 10). 

The light of glory is an immeasurable, an incorporeal, an imper- 
turbable, an inaccesssible, a Divine light which enlightens the angels 
and saints and fills them with inexpressible rapture. It is a partici- 
pation in the very intellect of God Himself. By this supernatural light 
of glory, with the brightness of which God will fill the souls of the 
blessed, the elect will be elevated so far above their natural powers that 
they will direct the eye of their spirit upon the Center of all the beauty 
and glory of God, and gaze without pain or difficulty upon the luminous 
Sun of His eternal Being. To be continued. 








The articles which appeared recently in this magazine under the 
title PATHWAYS TO PEACE are now available in booklet form, under 
the same title. We are happy to be able thus to satisfy the numerous 
requests of readers for such a booklet. Price, 10¢. Reduction for 
25 or more copies. 





Spiritual Vitamin for February 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, assist me in life and at the hour of my 
death. 
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The Sacred Heart of Jesus as the Foundation of 
Family and Social Harmony 


(Allocution of our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, to a group of 
newly-married couples received in audience by him on June 26, 1940. 
Although the Holy Father does not explicitly use the term “‘Enthrone- 
ment,’’ it is in fact the spirit and the practice of the Enthronement 
which he so urgently recommends.) 


thet 

T THIS agitated time when you are perhaps anxious for 

the welfare of the homes you have but recently estab- 

lished, We think it well to give you a word of encourage- 

ment similar to that We have spoken on other occasions 

during this same month of June to other recently wedded young people 

gathered about Us. My dear sons and daughters, turn to the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus, consecrate yourselves entirely to Him, and you shall 
live peacefully and confidently! 

There is no doubt that if we wish to emerge permanently from the 
present crisis it will be necessary to re-establish society on a more solid 
foundation, that is, one which is more in conformity with Christian 
morality, the prime source of true civilization. It is no less certain that 
if we wish to arrive at such an end, it will be necessary to begin by 
re-Christianizing families, many of which have forgotten the practice 
of the Gospel and of the charity it demands, and the peace it brings. 

The family is the foundation of society. Just as the human body 
is made up of living cells which are not merely placed in juxtaposition, 
but which constitute an organic whole by their intimate and constant 
relationships, so also society is formed, not of a conglomeration of 
individuals, scattered beings, appearing one instant only to vanish 
the next, but rather of the economic community and moral solidarity 
of the families, which, handing down from generation to generation 
the precious heritage of a common ideal, of a common civilization, of 
a common religious faith, assure the cohesion and continuity of social 
bonds. St. Augustine noted this fifteen centuries ago when he wrote 
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that the family should be the first element and, as it were, a little celll 
of the city. And since each part is directed to the end and the integrity 
of the whole, he concluded that peace in the household between him 
who commands and those who obey has a bearing upon concord among: 
the citizens (De civitate Dei 1. 19. ch. 16). They are well aware of 
this who, to do away with God in the social order, make every effort 
to destroy respect and even the remembrance of Divine law in the 
family by promoting divorce and free love, hindering the providential 
task parents have in regard to their children, by making them afraid 
of the hard work and of the moral responsibilities that the glorious. 
burden of a numerous offspring brings with it. We wish to forewarn 
you of these dangers, recommending that you consecrate yourselves to 
the most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

That which has been and still is wanting to the world that it may 
live in peace, is the evangelical spirit of sacrifice, and this spirit is 
wanting because with the weakening of faith comes selfishness, which 
destroys and makes ordinary happiness impossible. Through faith 
come fear of God and piety, which make men peaceful; love of labor, 
which leads to an increase of even material wealth; justice, which 
teaches and assures right distribution; charity, which persistently re- 
pairs the inevitable failings against justice occasioned by human pas- 
sions. All of these virtues suppose a spirit of sacrifice to which the 
believer is obligated: “He who will come after Me,” says Jesus, “let 
him deny himself” (Matt. xvi. 24). On the other hand, among men as 
well as among nations, the cupidity of individuals can never be brought 
into agreement with the welfare of all. “Whence,” exclaims St. James, 
“are wars and contentions among you? Are they not from your con- 
cupiscences which war in your members?” (James iv. 1.) 

To find peace again it is therefore necessary that men learn again 
those things that Christ and His Church have taught for centuries: to 
sacrifice one’s own aspirations and desires, in so far as they appear 
incompatible with the rights of others and the common good. Devotion 
to the Sacred Heart will lead to this by a pleasant and sure path. 

In the first place the image of the Sacred Heart, surrounded by 
flames, crowned with thorns, opened by the lance, recalls to what 
extent Jesus had loved and sacrificed Himself for men, who, in His own 
words, “emptied Himself” and gave Himself up to death (cf. Phil. 
ii. 7-8). Furthermore, the Savior’s complaint about the infidelity and 
ingratitude of men marks this devotion with an essential character of 
expiatory penance. Our great predecessor, Pius XI, expressed this ad- 
mirably in his Encyclical Miserentissimus Redemptor, and in the li- 
turgical oration of the feast of the Sacred Heart, where it is stated that 
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worthy satisfaction for our sins should be added to devout prayer. 
These two elements make devotion to the Sacred Heart eminently suited 
to re-establish the good order of things, and thus prepare the way, and 
promote the return to peace. Christ’s great work, or, to use St. Paul’s 
way of speaking (2 Cor. v. 19), the work that God accomplished 
through Him was to reconcile the world with Himself, and the seal of 
the new Covenant was the Blood flowing to the last drop from the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus upon the Cross (cf. 1 Cor. xi. 25), joining to- 
gether again the bonds of love between God and man, broken by 
original sin. 

Make this Heart the King of your home and you will assure its 
peace; particularly since, renewing and determining the blessings of 
His Heavenly Father granted to faithful families, He has promised that 
peace shall reign in those (families) consecrated to Him. 

Oh, that all men would accept this invitation and understand this 
promise! Two of our glorious predecessors, Leo XIII and Pius XI, as 
common fathers of Christianity and inspired guides of the human race 
upon earth, have, it is true, consecrated it (i.e., the human race) 
solemnly to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. But how many souls are ig- 
norant of and how many even disdain the fountain of grace that is 
accessible! Oh, do not be of the number of those negligent and foolish 
ones who leave closed the door of their home, of their city, and of their 
nation to the King of Love, and thereby delay the day when a peaceful 
world will find true happiness again. Would you close your window 
if, like Noah in the ark, you saw a dove with an olive branch flying 
before it? That which the Sacred Heart promises and brings is more 
than a symbol; it is the reality of peace. Jesus asks only that you 
sincerely give Him your heart; such is true consecration. Have the 
courage to consecrate yourselves and you shall know by experience that 
God will never allow Himself to be outdone in generosity. 

Whatever difficulties life may bring you today or tomorrow, you 
will no longer have those fears or sorrows that lead to discouragement; 
because to be discouraged is to be disheartened, and now you will have, 
instead of a weak human heart, a heart like the Heart of God. Then 
you shall see verified in your family, your country, throughout Chris- 
tendom and all of humanity, the Lord’s promise to the Prophet Jeremias: 
“I will give them a heart to know Me... and they shall be My people, 
and I will be their God: because they shall return to Me with their 
whole heart” (Jer. xxiv. 7). 


The Holy Father Speaks to Newly Weds, 
pub. by N.C.W.C., Wash., D.C. 
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that the family should be the first element and, as it were, a little cell 
of the city. And since each part is directed to the end and the integrity 
of the whole, he concluded that peace in the household between him 
who commands and those who obey has a bearing upon concord among: 
the citizens (De civitate Dei 1. 19. ch. 16). They are well aware of 
this who, to do away with God in the social order, make every effort 
to destroy respect and even the remembrance of Divine law in the 
family by promoting divorce and free love, hindering the providential 
task parents have in regard to their children, by making them afraid 
of the hard work and of the moral responsibilities that the glorious. 
burden of a numerous offspring brings with it. We wish to forewarn 
you of these dangers, recommending that you consecrate yourselves to 
the most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

That which has been and still is wanting to the world that it may 
live in peace, is the evangelical spirit of sacrifice, and this spirit is 
wanting because with the weakening of faith comes selfishness, which 
destroys and makes ordinary happiness impossible. Through faith 
come fear of God and piety, which make men peaceful; love of labor, 
which leads to an increase of even material wealth; justice, which 
teaches and assures right distribution; charity, which persistently re- 
pairs the inevitable failings against justice occasioned by human pas- 
sions. All of these virtues suppose a spirit of sacrifice to which the 
believer is obligated: “He who will come after Me,” says Jesus, “let 
him deny himself” (Matt. xvi. 24). On the other hand, among men as 
well as among nations, the cupidity of individuals can never be brought 
into agreement with the welfare of all. “Whence,” exclaims St. James, 
“are wars and contentions among you? Are they not from your con- 
cupiscences which war in your members?” (James iv. 1.) 

To find peace again it is therefore necessary that men learn again 
those things that Christ and His Church have taught for centuries: to 
sacrifice one’s own aspirations and desires, in so far as they appear 
incompatible with the rights of others and the common good. Devotion 
to the Sacred Heart will lead to this by a pleasant and sure path. 


In the first place the image of the Sacred Heart, surrounded by 
flames, crowned with thorns, opened by the lance, recalls to what 
extent Jesus had loved and sacrificed Himself for men, who, in His own 
words, “emptied Himself” and gave Himself up to death (cf. Phil. 
ii. 7-8). Furthermore, the Savior’s complaint about the infidelity and 
ingratitude of men marks this devotion with an essential character of 
expiatory penance. Qur great predecessor, Pius XI, expressed this ad- 
mirably in his Encyclical Miserentissimus Redemptor, and in the li- 
turgical oration of the feast of the Sacred Heart, where it is stated that 
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worthy satisfaction for our sins should be added to devout prayer. 
These two elements make devotion to the Sacred Heart eminently suited 
to re-establish the good order of things, and thus prepare the way, and 
promote the return to peace. Christ’s great work, or, to use St. Paul’s 
way of speaking (2 Cor. v. 19), the work that God accomplished 
through Him was to reconcile the world with Himself, and the seal of 
the new Covenant was the Blood flowing to the last drop from the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus upon the Cross (cf. 1 Cor. xi. 25), joining to- 
gether again the bonds of love between God and man, broken by 
original sin. 

Make this Heart the King of your home and you will assure its 
peace; particularly since, renewing and determining the blessings of 
His Heavenly Father granted to faithful families, He has promised that 
peace shall reign in those (families) consecrated to Him. 

Oh, that all men would accept this invitation and understand this 
promise! Two of our glorious predecessors, Leo XIII and Pius XI, as 
common fathers of Christianity and inspired guides of the human race 
upon earth, have, it is true, consecrated it (i.e., the human race) 
solemnly to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. But how many souls are ig- 
norant of and how many even disdain the fountain of grace that is 
accessible! Oh, do not be of the number of those negligent and foolish 
ones who leave closed the door of their home, of their city, and of their 
nation to the King of Love, and thereby delay the day when a peaceful 
world will find true happiness again. Would you close your window 
if, like Noah in the ark, you saw a dove with an olive branch flying 
before it? That which the Sacred Heart promises and brings is more 
than a symbol; it is the reality of peace. Jesus asks only that you 
sincerely give Him your heart; such is true consecration. Have the 
courage to consecrate yourselves and you shall know by experience that 
God will never allow Himself to be outdone in generosity. 

Whatever difficulties life may bring you today or tomorrow, you 
will no longer have those fears or sorrows that lead to discouragement; 
because to be discouraged is to be disheartened, and now you will have, 
instead of a weak human heart, a heart like the Heart of God. Then 
you shall see verified in your family, your country, throughout Chris- 
tendom and all of humanity, the Lord’s promise to the Prophet Jeremias: 
“I will give them a heart to know Me... and they shall be My people, 
and I will be their God: because they shall return to Me with their 


whole heart” (Jer. xxiv. 7). 
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Christmas behind Barbed Wire 


Concluded 
Ke the 


OR the sixth time the feast of Christmas returned — 

Christmas, 1944. Some months previously we had been 

joined by a group of French priests, among whom was 

the Bishop of Clermont-Ferrand. No exceptions nor al- 

leviations whatever were accorded the venerable bishop, but in deference 

to his office and his advanced age we strove to make things easier for 

him in every possible way. We offered him a place near the stove, a bed 

in a more favorable position, and the best winter mantle — yet what 
were these in the taxing routine of camp life! 

Of one thing, however, we did not permit ourselves to be deprived: 
in the chapel, which God had given to us, seemingly, as an invulnerable 
spot on earth, the bishop must attain to his rights and we to the joy 
of a Pontifical High Mass, and that on the feast of Christmas. (A 
Polish bishop who had been with us had died of typhoid fever before 
others besides those appointed by the camp administration had been 
permitted to celebrate Mass in the chapel.) 

With zeal and cunning we now busied ourselves to secure all that 
was necessary for the celebration. Each did his best to bribe his jailer 
with cigarettes and other articles received in food packages. Thus the 
pontificals or the material for the same were secured or produced in 
the different workshops. From one shop came a finely engraved pec- 
toral cross. The wood-carver, otherwise employed in furnishing the 
quarters of the SS leader, carved an artistically embellished crosier 
with the bishop’s coat-of-arms. The red cassock and scull-cap were 
made of material intended for the insignia on the breast of the prison- 
ers. In addition we acquired a worthy miter, ring and slippers. Six 
pairs of white gloves were obtained from the operating room. Thus 
the bishop approached the altar on Christmas day as if he had just 
been sent to us from Rome, clad in accordance with all the rules and 
regulations. He himself could not get over his astonishment at the 
perfect way in which we had fitted him out. 

Our hearts almost burst with joy when our bishop, the direct suc- 
cessor of the Apostles, assisted at the solemn midnight Mass with all 
the insignia of his office, in our little sanctuary, humble indeed, but 
prized above everything in the world. Because of the shortage of the 
time at our disposal in the evening, he was not to celebrate the Pon- 
tifical High Mass till the next morning — Christmas day itself. There 
were only a few, very few among us who had lived through that first 
Christmas in 1939, when not the slightest religious commemoration 
of the mystery of this Holy Night could be manifested. But for us 
few the Christmas of 1944 was a triumph of God, in which we pioneer 
prisoners participated with unspeakable interior jubilation as witnesses 
of His triumph over the powers of darkness. The Church, proclaimed 
to be dead, had taken root even in this stony ground, and had become 
living, strong and great. There where men thought they had given 
the Church a deathblow, it had by Divine Providence attained one of 
its most wonderful victories. 
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Compared to previous years, many other things had also been 
improved. True, our condition was still very grave. Typhoid fever 
was still raging among us, and was being spread more and more by 
the increasing pest of vermin. The air raids had almost completely 
stopped our gift packages, and also threatened our lives, for there was 
much military equipment stored in our camp. Besides all this, the 
sword of Damocles hung continually over our heads — the threat of 
annihilation at the command of the Reich government. 

But on this Christmas night we availed ourselves with joy of the 
many favorable changes. After High Mass in our chapel we celebrated 
the Feast of Love in the circle of our large priest-family, with over 
two hundred priests in each room. A Christmas tree gleamed with 
lighted candles; gifts from our loved ones, long preserved for this oc- 
casion, adorned the plates at table, and our beloved hymns were sung. 

Among us sat an SS man, who had attended the church services 
in a remote corner. He was not one of the old guards, but an old 
militia man who was put into uniform against his willy Nevertheless 
I was apprehensive whether I dared deliver my Christmas address in 
his presence, as it was to be a survey of the sweet dispensations of 
Divine Providence in the midst of sufferings. The parallel between the 
fate of the Holy Family in Bethlehem and our priestly family was 
very close. Here, as there, a beginning in the most contrary circum- 
stances, a great and holy mission, and a triumph of Christ. At length 
the SS man, to whom we had extended hospitality, went to the other 
rooms, and I, as senior of our group, delivered my Christmas address 
and expressed my good wishes. 

That we were permitted, for the past half year, to direct and regu- 
late our own community — a thing which in the first years would have 
seemed incredible — was also a merciful design of the Providence of 
God. In this hour of recollection it was consoling to see how God 
had led us into a “seminary,” a high school of future historical sig- 
nificance, where knowledge was acquired that would be decisive for 
the future. To such knowledge belongs also the conviction that in liv- 
ing with others, and especially with such as likewise work for a re- 
demption and deliverance of mankind — but without believing in God, 
in Christ, and His Church — there is nothing so redeeming, purifying, 
uplifting, and fructifying in puman life as the power of true charity 
toward one’s neighbor, and that there is no one so poor but he can help 
his fellowman by love. 

Our triumphal hymn, “Christus vincit — Christ conquers,’’ which 
we sang on Christmas morning after the Pontifical High Mass, was 
seemingly belied by the miserable barracks which Christ shared with 
us, and the barbed wire encircling us. But in reality the spirit of anti- 
Christ, in its modern form, with its desire to annihilate the Church 
and its cocksureness of victory, was belied by the living, vigorous and 
growing Church behind the barbed wire. 

By nothing was this proved more gloriously than by the ordination 
of a German deacon by the French bishop on the feast of St. Stephen. 
Imprisoned for five years, the one longing of the young deacon had 
been to ascend the altar as a priest of God before’ death severed the 
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frail thread of life, which had steadily grown weaker. The ordination 
took place secretly, but with solemn rites, and the young priest said 
his first Holy Mass on the same day. It was a difficult task to hide this 
newly-ordained priest, for any invalid sick longer than three weeks 
was gassed or otherwise disposed of. Thus began the vigil which en- 
abled the young levite to die happily, surrounded by the priests who 
watched over him with tender solicitude. 

It was on the occasion of his ordination and first Holy Mass that 
our song of triumph resounded most gloriously and with grateful ju- 
bilation: Christus vincit, Christus regnat, Christus imperat — Christ 
conquers, Christ reigns, Christ commands. 


Only three months after the memorable Christmas of 1944, on March 28, 
1945, one hundred and fifty priests were suddenly and unexpectedly released 
from the concentration camp of Dachau. Among them was Father Stein- 
kelderer, the narrator of these experiences. The explanation of their release, 
they learned later, was that the American Army was advancing on Munich, 
and the Nazi authorities did not wish the Allied Commanders to find any 
priests in concentration camps. Thus ended the period of imprisonment in 
what had been for these servants of God a living hell, but which Divine 
Providence had lovingly tempered with consolations, and from which God had 
at length mercifully delivered them. Fragmentary accounts of the tortures 
and humiliations inflicted upon the anointed ministers of Christ, appearing in 
various publications, give but a faint idea of what they endured. Perhaps only 
on the last day shall these be made manifest to the world, when at the same 
time the Divine King crowns His loyal confessors with honor and glory as a 
reward for what they suffered for His sake. 


Little Louvers’ League 


N FEBRUARY 2, which is often called “Candlemas Day,” 
the priest blesses the candles which are to be used in the 
church and in our homes during the following year. In 
doing this he sprinkles holy water on them in the form of 

a cross and recites several prayers imploring God to make the candles 
holy and to impart to them a power to obtain favors and graces for 
our body and soul. These blessed candles are used in church during 
Holy Mass and for the various services.. If you watch carefully you 
will notice that two candles are lighted for an ordinary low Mass, and 
six for a High Mass. During Benediction when the Blessed Sacrament 
is exposed on the altar at least twelve candles are lighted. 

The blessed candle reminds us of Jesus, who called Himself the 
“Light of the World.” The burning flame tells us that He came into 
the world to take away the darkness of sin. Many Catholics make an 
offering on Candlemas Day to help cover the expense of the candles 
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used in the church services. Catholic families should obtain at least 
two blessed candles for use in their home. A blessed candle should be 
lighted during storms and in times of sickness. When the priest comes 
on a sick-call to administer the Sacraments, two blessed candles should 
be lighted on the table prepared for the Blessed Sacrament. The priest 
should also be met at the door by a person carrying a lighted candle. 
A lighted candle should be held in the hands of the dying. If the family 
has a little home altar, the blessed candles can be lighted on the greater 
feasts of the year, such as Christmas, New Year’s, Easter, etc., on the 
namedays of the parents and children, on the anniversaries of their 
baptism and other occasions. 

When we were baptized, the priest placed a lighted candle in our 
hand to signify the light of faith and the robe of innocence in which 
baptism clothes the soul. The blessed candle should therefore remind 
us of this heavenly robe of sanctifying grace received at our baptism. 
It should also remind us that God expects us to keep that heavenly 
robe spotless and white by avoiding sin, and to adorn it and make it 
still more beautiful by always acting as a child of God is expected to 
act. 

When you received your first solemn Holy Communion, you also 
carried a candle to remind you that Jesus, the Divine Light, had come 
into your soul to help you to keep it always pure and pleasing to 
Him, and as Divine Love to inflame you with glowing love for God 
and heavenly things. ; 

On February 3, the feast of St. Blaise, the Church gives us another 
kind of blessing — the blessing of throats. St. Blaise is believed to 
have special power to help those afflicted with throat troubles, and to 
preserve us from them, because he once saved the life of a child who 
was choking from a bone which had stuck in its throat. In the prayer 
that the priest says when he specially blesses the two candles that are 
used in blessing people’s throats, he asks that those who will be blessed 
may “thank God and praise His glorious Name.” But how sad it is 
to think that there are very many people who use the vocal organs 
in their throat for uncharitable speech, for cursing and taking God’s 
Name in vain, for filthy talk, and for lying, but who seldom if ever 
“thank God and praise His glorious Name.” So this feast should inspire 
us to make reparation for these sins which deeply wound the Heart of 
Jesus. We also use our throats when we eat, so this blessing could 
remind us always to thank God before and after meals, for we certain- 


ly owe thanks to God for the many good things He gives us to eat and 
drink. 
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Count Otho’s Daughter 
HERE was once a rich Count called Otho, who had a daughter 
whom he loved with great affection, and whom he brought up in 
the fear of God. One day the child was amusing herself with some 
beads of glass with which she seemed to be much pleased. Her father 
was sitting by the fire watching her. ‘“‘My child,” he said, “‘these are 
pretty beads you are playing with.” “Yes, papa, they are beautiful, 
and I am delighted with them.” ‘Well, then,’ said the father, “take 
them and throw them all into the fire.’’ The child looked up into her 
father’s face to see if he were in earnest. One glance told her he was. 
Tears at once came into her eyes, and for a moment she hesitated to 
obey. Her father, seeing this, said: ‘‘Well, dear child, you may do as 
you choose, but you know when I ask you to do something, it is always 
because I, who love you so tenderly, see that it will be best for you.”’ 
At these words the girl at once gathered up the beads she had loved 
so much, and threw them into the fire, where in a few moments they were 
destroyed by the flames. Her father said nothing, till she had done what 
he had asked of her. But when the beads began to crackle in the flames, 
he took her into his arms, and kissing away the tears that trickled down 
her cheeks, said to her: “Now, my child, you will soon see how your 
father can reward you for that heroic sacrifice you made to please 
him.”” He then drew forth from a drawer a little casket, and when he 
had opened it, the child saw a beautiful necklace, made of glittering 
~ diamonds, and rare and costly stones set in gold. “This, he said, is for 
you. I wanted to see if you loved me more than yourself. You have 
proved to me that you do, because, rather than displease me, you have 
sacrificed for my sake what gave you great pleasure. Take this, then, 
my dearest little one, and when you wear it, it will remind you that 
your Father in heaven will reward you beyond all understanding in the 
world to come, if you obey Him in this life, and sacrifice everything 
rather than displease Him by breaking His commandments.” 
Practice: Several times you have been asked to give the Sacred 
Heart the Three Golden Pennies of prayer, devotion to the Blessed Sac- 
rament and self-denial, to show your own love for Him and to make 
up for sinners who grieve Him. This month, the First Golden Penny 
is to pay for those who misuse the Holy Name of Jesus by saying that 
Holy Name devoutly several times a day. The Second Golden Penny 
will be to go to Holy Mass and Communion on the First Friday. The 
Third Golden Penny is an act of self-denial, perhaps to take care of 
the baby for your mother, or wipe the dishes, etc. 


Aspiration: Jesus, my God, I love Thee above all things! 
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THE BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS 


A lay-apostle says of these booklets:— 

‘“‘When we see how even Catholics seem not to understand their religion, 
I feel as though the least we can do to thank God for our holy Faith is to 
give your wonderful booklets to anyone we think will benefit in the least.” 

A priest comments: — 

“I am greatly interested in your booklets. I am sure they can do good 
to every class of people, if they could only be spread all over! I would like 
to have a copy of every new one you print.” 

A book-rack tender: — 

“The booklets have accomplished a marvelous purpose, as shown by the 
increased devotion at daily Mass and Communion.” 

A religious Brother: — 

“It was the constant reading of your booklets which inspired me to be- 
come a religious, and now I enjoy them all the more. I pray that they may 
be spread far and wide for the good of souls.” 

A prospective convert: — 


“I am thinking of becoming a Catholic, in fact, have already begun 
instructions. Meanwhile I am reading all the books I can get. I have had 
some wonderful enlightenment and consolation from the booklets from the 
Benedictine Press.” 


COMPLETE SET OF BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS 
(valued at $7.55) 


SPECIAL PRICE: $5.50 Postpaid. 
Individual titles and prices furnished on request. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Tx #1 POSTOLATE OF Goop R ravine 


He STER Catholic Action! Become an “‘apostle’’ of good reading 
during CATHOLIC PRESS MONTH! Encourage good reading 


by soliciting or giving subscriptions to 


Glabernacle wa APurgatory 
Comments from Readers :— 


am in charge of our parochial LIBRARY, and need good reading 
atter, for which our boys and girls are hungry Your magazine is excellent- 


ly instructive and full of topics purely Catholic Il think it is just fitted for 


the library, so please include me on your list of subscribers for three years.’’ 


‘A neighbor woman is responsible for my becoming acquainted with 
‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ and I know now that I had been missing a lot 
of good reading and inspiration.” 


“We have been receiving your excellent magazine at this HOSPITAL 
for some time and have found it excellent in all respects and widely enjoyed 
by the patients and personnel alike.”’ 


“Most of the COLORED poorer families have little or no reading matter 
in their homes and for this reason good Catholic magazines are passed from 
hand to hand, to relatives, friends and neighbors, until a single copy is read 
many times. In this and other forms of purely spiritual endeavor ‘Tabernacle 
and Purgatory’ is invaluable and makes a big impression wherever we leave 
it’ (A Member of St. Vincent de Paul Society). 


We are progressing in the LITURGY; no little thanks is due to “Taber- 


nacle and Purgatory It has been my text book, since it first came to me.”’ 


“I am a SHUT-IN, and the many fine articles in ‘Tabernacle and Pur- 
gatory’ are a source of comfort to me.” 
“During the time I have before returning to COLLEGE I shall be catch- 
on back issues, which have been waiting.for me at home:” 
* “Pabernacle and Purgatory’ has been a mine of inspiration to me and 


I hope to continue reading it in the NOVITIATE.” 


As a CONVERT I have learned much and derived never-ending joy 
Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Subscription Rates 


United States and Possessions; %1.00 per year; $2.00 for 3 years. 


Canada and Foreign Countries: $1.25 per year; $2.50 for 3 years. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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